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Welcome 
Our philosophy of teaching stems from a humanistic perspective.  We believe in student-centered teaching. As educators, we must consider the diverse needs, interests, and learning styles of our students.  Therefore, the prevailing attitude in our classrooms is one of caring and respect, while we constantly strive to enhance each child’s self-esteem and integrity.  
Our goal for each student is to reach his or her fullest potential through developmentally appropriate, process-oriented, rigorous, and individualized instruction.  We will be implementing Personal Learning Plans (PLPs) for each student to ensure that our instruction is not only challenging but appropriate for your child’s ability level.  These will be created in cooperation with families during our November conference session and will help guide our focus throughout the school year. 

Curriculum   

Math:

Similar to Kindergarten, we will be using Bridges Math this year. During math each day we have a whole class lesson and then move into work places.  Group sizes are limited so each student is working at their instructional level and is challenged to achieve their fullest potential.  
We also teach Bridges Number Corner as a daily, whole-group activity centered around our calendar to reinforce math skills.  
The last component of math is a one-minute fact fluency drill called Rocket Math or Pilot Math (each class has their own name for it). Math fact fluency is one of the only rote skills we emphasize here, because we believe it is crucial to children’s success in first grade math and beyond. When kids memorize those basic facts and can recall them instantly, they can free up the mental burden of calculation and focus on the deeper concepts presented during math. In contrast, if students don’t master these facts, they can be bogged down counting on their fingers or using manipulatives to calculate and might not get to the richer parts of math discussions. We do Rocket Math/Pilot Math almost every day!

Reading:
In first grade we aim to balance a love of reading with essential skill-building in informational and fictional texts.   Our curriculum strengthens foundational skills and strategies and move beyond into rigorous analysis of literature and non-fiction text features.  
Writing:  

First grade uses the Writing Workshop curriculum.  Using a “workshop” approach to writing shows students that writing write is a process, with distinct phases. Our units of study include:  narrative, fictional, non-fiction, and persuasive writing styles.  Units build upon each other so that skills spiral throughout the year and give students multiple chances to practice them in different writing disciplines.  We like to end each unit with a celebration where authors share their published pieces of work.  

Science:
Our curriculum provides all students with science experiences that are appropriate for their cognitive development and prior experiences. We will be achieving this through StemScopes:  Animal & Plant Survival, Seasonal & Space Patterns, and Communicating with Light & Sound.  We will also be using a STEM unit in the spring which will center on Hand Pollinators.  This unit helps students connect their knowledge of insects to a broader understanding of the pollination system. 
Social Studies: 
First grade will use Storypath, an interactive and problem-solving approach to history and culture.  The structure and the teaching strategy ensure that students feel strongly motivated and have meaningful and memorable learning experiences.  Each Storypath unit centers on a unique and engaging story that provides a concrete context to understanding the social science content. Our topics for the year will be:  The Wampanoags and the First Thanksgiving, and Families in Their Neighborhoods.  

Spelling:
We are excited to use Words Their Way:  Word Study in Action to teach students phonics, spelling, and vocabulary.  Children are assessed and work on lessons appropriate for his or her ability level.  Weekly word lists or “sorts” are sent home on Friday along with an activity guide to aid practice.  Assessments will be given the following Friday.

Assessment  

Students will be assessed on skills, understanding of key concepts, and participation in each subject area. A variety of assessments will be used including one-on-one interviews, tests, end-of-unit projects, as well as participation in daily learning activities. The grading scale below is used for all students at Evergreen Academy.
	Evergreen Academy Grade Scale 

	4
	Exceeding Standard

Student demonstrates an in depth level of understanding of grade level and extended knowledge and skills. Student is able to analyze and synthesize essential content knowledge beyond the expected level of performance.

	3
	Meeting Standard

Student demonstrates a complete understanding of the knowledge and skills at grade level. Student meets expectations as skills are performed consistently and accurately with little to no support. This is the expected level of performance. 

	2
	Approaching Standard

Student demonstrates partial understanding of grade level knowledge and skills and is working to perform skills consistently. The student needs extra time and support to reach mastery. This level of performance is progressing toward expectation.

	1
	Emerging Standard

Student demonstrates limited understanding of grade level knowledge and skills and is unable to perform skills consistently. This level of performance is below expectation and requires significant teacher assistance.

	NA
	Not Assessed At This Time


Resources:
Evergreen Academy follows both state and Nobel Learning Community curriculum guidelines.  State standards can be found on the following website.
http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/default.aspx
Service Learning
In first grade, students will focus on the needs of the school community.  We will work on three separate projects this year:  in fall we will facilitate a pumpkin raffle for our new school garden, in winter first grade will lead the Great Kindness Challenge, and in spring first graders will integrate their studies on bees and farms to lead an Earth Day Themed Door Decoration Contest.
Field Trips
Our goal is to provide high quality educational experiences for the children.  The excursions tie into our curriculum and help satisfy state and nationals standards.  Our tentative field trip schedule is:
October:  Oxbow Farm 
November: 

January – Edmonds Discovery Workshop – Animal Adaptations

February: Woodland Park Zoo
March:  Miss Nelson Has a Field Day Performance 
April:  The Toymaker Sound Toys Workshop
May:  Flower Power at Bellevue Botanical Garden
June:  The Farm at Swan’s Trail

Communication

A weekly folder is sent home from the office with important information about the school and upcoming events on Fridays.  In addition, a weekly email newsletter will detail academic focuses and additional classroom information.  Our websites are updated regularly including classroom calendars and resources. 

Homework

Homework will be sent home each Friday in homework folders and due the following Friday.  It will contain weekly math, spelling, and reading assignments.  In addition, we encourage i-Ready practice in reading for 30 minutes a week, math fact fluency practice in First in Math, and nightly reading of 20 minutes.  

The goals of homework are to reinforce and extend concepts being taught in class and develop responsibility and good study habits to prepare them for their future school careers. 

Classroom Management

We believe in positive reinforcement and logical consequences.  Each classroom uses Dojo points to track positive choices throughout the day.  As students accumulate points, they will be able to turn those in for small, mostly experiential rewards.  They can also save them for use at a later time.  Before points are taken away, students receive 2 clear warnings to correct their behavior.  If they’re asked a third time to correct behavior, a point is taken.
Birthdays
Birthdays are an important event to children and we like to help make their day special at school, too!  On, or near your child’s birthday (or half birthday for the summer months), you are invited to send in something special to share with the class during lunch or afternoon snack.  There are nut allergies in first grade, so please be mindful of this when choosing a treat. We ask that invitations to home parties not be given out at school unless you plan on inviting the entire classroom.  This is to avoid misunderstandings and hurt feelings.  Thank you for being sensitive to this issue!  

Warmly,

Anne Gleason and Eliza Gabriel
Your 1st Grade Team









Welcome to 1st Grade!
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